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NEWS RELEASE
NEW FACULTY POSITION AT UD
WILL FOCUS ON COMPOSITE MATERIALS

DAYTON, Ohio- James M. Whitney, professor of civil and environmental engineering
and engineering mechanics, will be installed as the first faculty member to hold the newly
created John F. and Leona D. Torley endowed chair in composite materials engineering in the
School of Engineering at the University of Dayton.
He will be installed in the post April14 and will serve a five-year appointment.
"Advanced composites were born in the Dayton area in the early 1960s, particularly in
the materials lab at Wright Patterson Air Force Base," said Whitney, who worked as a civilian
researcher at the base until his retirement in 1991. "And UDRI was a participant in that as UD
had been an on-site contractor with the group since the 1950s."
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Since then, the importance of composite materials has extended beyond aerospace
applications, notably in infrastr!J.cture projects such as bridges and highway overpasses.
One of Whitney's tasks will be to incorporate composite materials education into UD's
undergraduate program. "To date, most students don't go on to gradute school, which is where
you find courses in composites," Whitney said. "With the increasing use of composite materials,
there's a need for every engineer to come out of school with some knowledge in the field." ·
Whitney will also shepherd the new Center for Composite Materials Engineering, which
will combine the resources of the School of Engineering and UDRl The objective is to provide
leadership for research and teaching in the design of composite materials and for technology
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tiansfer through such organizations as the National d:omposite Center in Dayton.
The endowed chair is named for John F. and !Leona Torley, who both d\ed in 1998. John
I

Torley was chair and president of Amcast Industrial Corp. until his retirement in 1980. He
served three terms on UD's board of trustees, serving as chair of the board from 1977 to 1982.
He received an honorary degree in 1982.
A dedicated community leader in business, e<iucation and the arts in the Miami Valley,
Torley received the Air Force Exceptional Award Mel:ial, the highest honor given by the Air
Force to a civilian, for his service to the Air Force Museum.
-30For media interviews, contact James M. Whitney, a resident of Beavercreek, at (937) 229-3847 or
via e-mail at jwhitney@engr.udayton.edu
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